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in these fraternities is very great. In its inten-

sity it seems to outdo even the spirit of the col-

lege itself. There are those among ns who have
already demanded that these organizations be
dissolved now, before, perhaps, it is too late.

Citing examples of the past, they would cur-

tail the activities of the fraternities, and sitting

down idly would wait for some supernatural
force to present itself and instill into Villanova
College the spirit, which wiser heads can foresee,

will result as a super-product from the same
process that is now building fraternity spirit.

Therefore, let us not be alarm'ed at the proc-

ess of evolution in college spirit which is going
on now before our eyes. Let us direct our gaze

away from the "ugly duckling" before us and
looking into the future foresee the beauty of the

spirit of Villanova in its full development.
T. R. S., '24.

T HERE can be no doubt that football

is the most enveloping extra-curri-

culum activity of present day college

life. It is therefore only fitting that

the past season with its results, its les-

sons and its disappointments should be given

prominence in these columns.

It has been the policy of THE VILLA-
NOVAN, as the reflector of the concensus of

student opinion, to advocate the engagement
of Alumni as coaches of Varsity teams, par-

ticularly the football team. This fall saw the

full realization of that policy and coincidently

saw one of the most disastrous seasons in the

history of the school. Respite this drastic out-

come, we stand firmly by our belief in the effi-

cacy of the Alumni coach and we do maintain
that the failure of the team was coincident

with, and not the result of, the establishment

of the Alumni staff.

Let us, while infringing as little as possible

upon the realm of the Sporting Editor, review
the salient features of the past season.

At the beginning of the season there was an
abundance of material, both veteran and fresh-

man. Bear in mind, however, that the veteran

material was trained in the system of a dif-

ferent coach, while the new material repre-

sented the products of a miscellany of systems.

Thus, Head Coach McGeehan faced primarily

the task of welding a capable playing unit out

of a group of men only one of whom had
played under him previously. He seemed, to

comp.etent observers, to be on a fair way to-

wards accomplishing this task when a succes-

sion of events, which the sporting w^orld calls

"bad breaks," upset his well laid plans.

So heavy was the toll of injuries and sick-

ness that, from an aggregation of veteran
backfield men, our coach was never able to

place an ideal combination on the field. In
almost nine-tenths of the playing time the team
was directed, in action, by men playing their

first year of college football.

Then the fatal cancellation of the first sched-
uled game sent the team against one of the
strongest and heaviest machines in the open-
ing game. The result of the game demon-
strated the folly of facing such a powerful
team so early in the season. The events of the

Dickinson game are too well known to seek
repetition here. What occurred at Carlisle

would have broken the moral of any team and
to Villanova fighting to find itself, it proved
demoralizing. The task of facing the two
service teams was asking too much of the bat-

tered and crippled varsity eleven. The only
home game demonstrated that, given the men,
Hughey could build a versatile and consistent

attack and a firm unyielding defense, even
against dismaying odds. But the baffled foe

secured their vengeance by striking out the

drive wheel of that attack and the mainstays
of the heroic defense. The last clinging hopes
were swept along in the general rout that fol-

lowed.
Lest our motive be misunderstood, the above

is written in the defense of our plea for Alumni
coaches; not in vindication of the coaches of

this year's team.
Hughey McGeehan needs no vindication. His

superlative ability and his remarkable record

are too well known. Even in the only season

of defeat he has ever known, he may stand se-

cure in the consciousness of having given his

best and may rest assured of the confidence

and approval of the student body. Unsur-
mountable difficulties and perverse fates

robbed him of a fair chance to demonstrate
that remarkable genius which made him the

peer of all prep school coaches. Shall he be

given that fair chance? The campus answers
"YES."

—J. W. P., '26.

THE VILLANOVA ORCHESTRA

Villanova, at last, has an orchestra. That

nonentical, shadowy, half-mythical organiza-

tion, whose ghost has been stalking about the

campus for the past few years, is to break forth

into active being.

The orchestra is under the direction of Fatlier

Burns. At the present time it numbers about

fourteen pieces.

An orchestra is a necessity at Villanova. Not


